
AUSTRALIA WILL TRANSFORM 
WITH CANNABIS LAW REFORM

We are currently beset by a number of very serious 
problems, including widespread climate disruption, loss 
of forests and degradation of the waterways by over-
extraction for chemical intensive farming, balance of 
payment problems due to gross de-industrialisation, 
increasing plastic contamination and declining health 
despite huge expenditure, to name just a few.

Cannabis Hemp was prohibited by the United States in 
1937, after a propaganda blitz claiming Cannabis use led 
to instant insanity. The real reason was that the DuPont 
company was launching nylon, the World’s first synthetic 
fibre and intended to destroy the competition. 

Prior to the twentieth century Cannabis Hemp was the 
World’s most grown crop and Hemp fibre the most traded 
commodity.  Thousands of products were made from the 
long fibre, the short fibre, the seed and the resin.  

Cannabis is an effective weed smothering and soil 
conditioning crop.  Hemp bast is a premium fibre, with 
a yield and value higher than cotton, with less water and 
chemical use. 

The Hemp seed is a powerhouse of nutrition, with more 
protein than steak, more omega 3 than seafood, more 
B group vitamins than grains, with an abundance of 
minerals and vitamin E. 

A veritable superfood. Cannabis medicines have a 
unique safety profile and broad range of application, often 
achieving spectacular success when all else has failed. 

Hempcrete building material is fire and termite proof with 
excellent thermal and acoustic insulation.   

How can Cannabis law reform transform Australia?  
We currently spend over two billion dollars annually in 
police, court and prison costs. The cost is probably higher 
when considering the broader family and social upheaval 
caused by the prohibition. 

Removing Cannabis from the schedule of prohibited drugs 
would allow diversion of those funds to fostering the 
Hemp industry, and establishing the necessary industrial 
infrastructure such as paper and textile mills. 

In 1941 Henry Ford made a car of Hemp plastic that was 
lighter and stronger than steel.  Image that! We could have 
cars that didn’t rust or need panel beating, with greater 
safety and less cost, whilst at the same time generating 
quality career opportunities in technical industries.    

Fostering a rapid increase in Hemp farming by providing 
technical assistance and setting a stable bench price would 
create stability in the rural sector with a return of wealth to 
the farmers and their rural communities.  

Creating value adding industries would lead to 
rejuvenation of rural centres with massive import 
substitution and improved balance of payments. 

Carefully formulated and accessible Cannabis medicines 
would revolutionise our current health care system 
saving billions of dollars annually going to international 
pharmaceutical companies. The widespread adaptation of 
Hemp seed foods would be a health boon for young and 
old.

Changing this one outdated law will have many positive 
consequences. Those opposing law reform are criminals 
and the corrupt politicians and police who support them. 
It is time to give Cannabis Hemp a voice. 

Written and Authorised by: 
Dr Andrew Katelaris, Legalise Cannabis Australia, 

51 Cullen St, Nimbin NSW 2480 legalise.org.au


